
Meet Research and Communications 

 
From back to front, left to right: Alessandra Berg, James Shawhan, Anna Hoffman, Abigail Meyer, Keegan Scanlon, and 

Jasper Logan. 

 

2017-2018 Team Members 

 

Anna Hoffman, Freshman, Raytown South High School 

Anna joined the program because she had heard that Ham radio techniques were 

going to be used to communicate with the satellite and figured that this would be the 

perfect opportunity to use her skills since she’s licensed as Extra-Class. She has learned 

that it takes a lot of effort to work as a group, but it pays off in the end. Anna has also 

learned that everybody’s varying skills can all fit together in a team effort. As a 

member of the research and communications team, Anna assists any time that Ham 

radio becomes prevalent. She helps find contacts, equipment, donations, and general 

information, allowing her to play an integral role in the program. After high school she 

plans on going into the fields of Bio-medicine or Biochemistry where she will 

implement the communication and group working skills she’s learned from this 

program into her career. Her advice to those interested in STEM is, “It’s okay to be the 

‘nerd’ in the school. You just need to go after what you love without fear; you won’t regret it.” 

 

 



Abigail Meyer, Sophomore, Raytown High School 

Abigail joined the program because it sounded interesting and she wanted to 

learn more about the technology behind how satellites work. She has learned 

that working on a team has its slow spots and rough patches, but you will 

eventually overcome those and keep making progress. This program has 

expanded her knowledge of the inner workings of satellites and the purposes 

they serve. After high school, Abigail is not certain on what she wants to do, but 

she does know that the skills she’s learned from the program will prove to be 

incredibly useful. Her advice to those interested in STEM is, “Look into what 

programs there are for kids your age related to science, technology, and 

research. Also look for all kinds of inventions and innovations to expand your 

knowledge.” 

 

 

2016-2017 Team Members 

 

Keegan Scanlon, Graduate, Raytown High School, Head of Research and 

Communications 

Keegan joined the program after developing a passion for astronomy when he was 

teaching badges about astronomy and space exploration at Boy Scout Camp over the 

summer. At the camp, he also met an engineer named Dave Edison who works on 

satellites and rovers, who inspired him to pursue a career that had to do with space. He 

has learned about the extensive process and effort required to launch and 

communicate with a satellite. He has learned how to quickly research and topic and get 

efficient and accurate answers, in addition to how to help a group work together like a 

“well-oiled machine”. This program has helped him develop valued friendships that he 

has shared many humorous and fun experiences with and who have helped him choose 

a college and future career. As leader of the team, Keegan encourages his team to be 

productive and quickly addresses questions that other groups need researched. He is 

also Ham radio certified, so he can successfully communicate with the satellite once it is launched. After high school, he 

plans on working as a biochemist even though he would also love going into a field that involves stars and satellites. His 

advice to those interested in STEM is, “Be proactive and seek out programs that could give you experience in the field 

that you want to go into.” 

 

 

 

 



Alessandra Berg, Sophomore, Raytown High School 

Alessandra joined the program because she thought it would be a cool experience. She 

has learned how to work as a team to complete difficult tasks, in addition to enriching 

her knowledge of science and technology. As a member of research and communications, 

Alessandra helps out her group and others whenever it’s needed. After high school, she 

plans on studying biology to pursue a career in medical science. Her advice to those 

interested in STEM, to quote the words of Shia LaBeouf, “Just do it. Don’t let your dreams 

be dreams.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Jasper Logan, Graduate, Raytown High School 

Jasper joined the space program because he’s always had an interest in outer space. He 

has learned a lot about satellites, the atmosphere, and various other space 

components. As a member of the research team, Jasper researches information about 

the satellite, the environment, and many other necessary bits of knowledge that are 

crucial to the launch of the satellite. After high school, he plans on going to college for 

political science, where he could potentially use similar researching skills. His advice to 

those interested in STEM is, “Take a lot of science and math classes.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Shawhan, Junior, Raytown South High School 

James joined the program because he believed that it would give him hands-on 

experience in a popular scientific field. He has learned organization and 

teamwork, since it is crucial for the group to work together and keep careful 

record of their progress. The program has allowed him to develop a more 

efficient work ethic with an emphasis on time management and commitment, in 

addition to helping form new friendships. As co-leader of research and 

communications, James helps understand, research, and find the answers to 

other groups’ questions and leads the research team in the normal leader’s 

absence. After high school, he plans on entering the engineering field where he 

will use the skills of documentation and understanding to help research and 

track his discoveries. His advice to those interested in STEM is, “Try and be 

involved and dedicated to whatever you decide to go for.” 


